
Speaking the Truth in Love 
(John 17:1, 6-11, Galatians 2:11-14 and Ephesians 4:1-3, 14-16) 

 

I      Love can break down barriers.     

A. Do we miss opportunities to really get to know people? 

1. Easier for church members to be friendly to other church 

members than to newcomers. 

2. Ex: a neighbor “welcoming” ones who are moving out. 

3. Lay people relating to newcomers leads to church growth 

B.  Once a month “conversational dinners” at Le Grand UMC 

1. 6 people got together at a host’s house for dinner. 

2. We can try this or just sit w/different ones for fellowship 

C. God wants us to reach out to others outside our comfort zone 

1. Le Grand UMC had an ESL ministry for Hispanics. 

2. Had a potluck Mexican fiesta w/students & church folks; 

this helped to break down cultural barriers. 

3. Church folks got inspired to continue that outreach. 

II  When dealing w/tough issues, we must speak the truth with love 

A. Jewish & Gentile Christians-tough relating in early church 

1. Jews taught to separate from Gentiles; ate different foods 

2. Peter’s vision: don’t consider Gentiles & food “unclean” 

3. Peter knew God wanted him to reach non-Jews w/gospel 

4. Paul reached same conclusion as Holy Spirit guided him. 

B. Paul confronted Peter about his inconsistent way of relating 

1. Gal.2-Paul spoke out of love for Gentiles, but for Peter? 

2. Maybe Peter intimidated by Paul; Paul impatient w/Peter? 

3. They may have had a “sibling” type rivalry. 

C. Sibling rivalry may describe conflict in some churches today. 

1. Vent on those we’re comfortable w/& take them for granted 

2. Should treat loved ones w/love, kindness, patience, etc. 

3. Easier to blame/complain/criticize, than support/encourage 

4. Failing to speak truth in love creates resentment/stifles HS 

D. May need to agree to disagree to maintain Christian unity. 

E. Jn.17-Jesus prayed that disciples be protected/be one in Him 

F. Eph. 4-we’re to bear w/one another in love; speak the truth in 

love, grow-up in Christ, promote body’s building itself in luv 

G. How’s God calling you to reach out/speak the truth in love? 


