
God’s Love is Shown-Joyous Love 
Sermon Outline (Psalm 16 and John 20:1-18) 

 

I       Joy isn’t about our circumstances, but God’s presence. 

A. Last year’s Easter didn’t feel as joyful because of COVID19 

when we couldn’t be in church/have egg hunts/Easter buffets 

B. Is joy based on circumstances?  What’s the Bible say? 

1. In I Sam. 18 folks rejoice over David’s victory 

2. In Psalm 126 captives rejoice in returning to Zion. 

3. In Lev. 9:24 folks rejoiced in God’s presence w/them. 

4. In Psalm 4 David rejoices in God’s protection/peace, “a 

heart filled w/greater joy then when grain, etc. abound.” 

a. Joy’s steady as trust God; happiness is unpredictable 

b. Joy defeats discouragement; happiness covers it up 

c. Inward joy is lasting, happiness is temporary. 

5. Psalm 16-joys & benefits of life lived in companionship 

w/ God. Joy’s being in God’s presence, now & in eternity 

Contemplate God’s presence=contentment & true joy. 

6. In beatitudes “blessed”=hope & joy as we follow Jesus 

7. Sitting in prison, Paul writes, “rejoice in Lord always”  

8. Jn 15 & 17 Jesus wants disciples’ joy to be full/complete 

The Holy Spirit’s fruit-love/joy go together, loving God 

& knowing He’s w/us=we are filled w/joy.  The joy of 

the Lord is our strength! 

II    Mary Magdalene and others had great joy in the risen Lord. 

A. Her heartbroken cry, “they’ve taken Lord…don’t know” 

B. We sense her & other disciples’ love for Jesus as they ran 

C. She didn’t understand until she heard Jesus say her name. 

Can’t you image her astonishment and joy?  

D. Imagine her joyfully telling other disciples.  Imagine their 

joy is seeing Jesus themselves.  Imagine Jesus’ joy too! 

III The Holy Spirit gives us fruit of joy, the same joyous love that 

comes from hearing and receiving the good news about Jesus. 

A. Through all our suffering and loss, we have joy in the resur- 

rection of Jesus.  We have joy that Jesus is always with us! 

B. God & angels rejoice over 1 sinner who repents, just think of 

eternal rejoicing in heaven; we’ll experience joyous love! 



Holy Communion-The Great Thanksgiving for Easter Sunday: 

 

The Lord be with you.            

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.                

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                          

It is right to give our thanks & praise 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth… 

 

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 

heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.  By the 

baptism of his suffering, death and resurrection you gave birth to 

your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and… 

 

…and so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 

living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of 

bread and wine… 

 

…By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and 

one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, 

and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and 

glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Amen.                      
 

 
       


