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God’s Love is Shown-Joyous Love Easter Sermon 
Psalm 16:1-11 and John 20:1-18 

 

Do you remember last Easter?  It’s the first Easter that our churches have 
ever been closed, as far as I know.  How strange that was to be worshipping at 
home, watching the service on Facebook or YouTube or just observing your own 
quiet Easter if you don’t have internet.  And it was strange for Gary and I to be 
alone recording it.  It may not have felt very joyous to you. There were no big 
community Easter Egg hunts for the kids, and no Easter Brunch Buffets at the 
restaurants for the adults.  And you may not have gotten together with extended 
family as you normally do.   And this year, although some folks are still choosing 
to worship at home via the internet, and there’s still no buffets, I’m so thankful 
that the doors of our church are open for live in-person worship.  It does make a 
difference emotionally to be here on a Sunday morning worshipping with others.  
It feels like more of a joyous celebration! 

But should our joy as Christians just be based on circumstances, surround-
ings and feelings?  Or is it something much deeper than that?  What does the 
Bible say about joy?  Naturally there are times in the Bible when people rejoiced 
over their circumstances, like in I Samuel 18 after David returned from a 
victorious battle against the Philistines he was greeted by women singing and 
dancing with joyful songs playing tambourines and lutes. They were joyful 
because of David’s victory.  In Psalm 126 it describes how the captives of Israel 
were filled with joy when God brought them back to Zion.  Verse 3 says, “the Lord 
has done great things for us and we are filled with joy.”  Who doesn’t rejoice 
when great things happen for them?  (By the way, that was the verse Gary and I 
used for our wedding bulletin, “The Lord has done great things for us and we are 
filled with joy”.  In Psalm 126 the people were joyful about their return to their 
home in Zion.  And there are all kinds of places throughout the Bible where the 
people are rejoicing because of their outward circumstances and external 
blessings.   

But there are also many places in the Bible where joy isn’t based on 
external happiness.  In Leviticus 9:24 after Moses and Aaron came out of the tent 
of Meeting the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people as fire came out and 
consumed the burnt offering.  And it says that when the people saw it they 
shouted for joy and they fell face-down in worship.  They were rejoicing in God’s 
presence with them. 
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In Psalm 4 David rejoices in God’s protection and peace.  He says, “let the 
light of your face shine upon us, O Lord.  You have filled my heart with greater joy 
then when their grain and new wine abound.” And here we see the contrast 
between joy and happiness.  People are happy when their grain and wine abound, 
when they have plenty to eat and drink. But David is talking about a joy that is 
greater than those external things.  Inward joy comes from knowing and trusting 
God; it is steady as long as we trust in God, whereas happiness is unpredictable.  
Inward joy defeats discouragement; happiness covers it up.  Inward joy is lasting, 
but happiness is temporary. 

In Psalm 16, which we read earlier, it describes the joys and benefits of a 
life lived in companionship with God.  David describes how the Lord gives him 
counsel, even at night, and how David knows that God will keep him safe as he 
constantly looks to him.  David’s joy comes from being in God’s presence, not just 
now, but for eternity as David speaks of eternal pleasures at God’s right hand.  
David had found the secret of joy.  It is far deeper than happiness; we can feel joy 
in spite of our deepest troubles.  Happiness is temporary because it is based on 
external circumstances, but joy is lasting because it is based on God’s presence 
within us.  As we contemplate God’s daily presence, we will find real contentment 
and true joy. 

I think that’s why Jesus said in his Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are you 
who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of heaven.”  “Blessed are you when 
people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven.”  
Here the word “blessed” means more than happiness.  It implies the fortunate or 
enviable state of those who are in God’s kingdom.  Jesus’ beatitudes don’t 
promise laughter, pleasure or earthly prosperity. “Blessed” means the experience 
of hope and joy independent of outward circumstances.  We will find hope and 
joy as we follow Jesus.  

This is the kind of joy the Apostle Paul experienced despite being in a jail 
cell in Rome.  Experiencing the constant presence of Christ he expressed joy, 
writing to the Philippians “I always pray with joy because of your partnership in 
the gospel.” And he also wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it again:  
Rejoice!” 

On the night before he died, Jesus spent much time teaching the disciples 
about real love, humility, fruitfulness and joy.  In John 15 Jesus said, “I have told 
you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”   
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And in John 17 when Jesus is praying for his disciples he mentions how he is 
teaching them so that they may have the full measure of his joy within them.” 
This points to the joy we can have when we meditate on all of Christs’ teachings 
and put them into action.  Jesus also spoke to them about the Holy Spirit whom 
the Father would send them.  It’s the Holy Spirit who helps us remember Christ’s 
teachings and when we are filled with the Holy Spirit we will bear fruit for Christ.  
And the fruit of the Spirit is described as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-control.  Did you notice that the 1st 2 
are love and joy?  Love and joy certainly go together.  We are called to love the 
Lord with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  And when we worship the Lord 
with love and adoration, we are filled with joy knowing he is with us.  The joy of 
the Lord is our strength! 

With all of this in mind, let’s think about the events that happened on that 
first Easter morning when Mary Magdalene and some other women came to 
Jesus’ tomb.  These were probably the same women who had gathered with her 
at the foot of the cross of Jesus, keeping vigil until he died.  They were there out 
of their great love for him, until the very end.  And they were the first ones who 
got up very early that Sunday morning to visit his tomb.  There is heart-broken 
anguish in Mary Magdalene’s words to Peter and the other disciple when she 
said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they 
have put him!” 

We feel the passionate love of Mary Magdalene as she ran to the disciples 
to tell them this news.  And we sense the love of the disciples as they, then, ran to 
get to the tomb.  After John went inside the tomb and saw how the strips of linen 
and the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head where situation, it made 
him believe what Jesus had said about rising from the dead.  But that realization 
didn’t cause him to linger any longer at the grave.  The disciples seemed to have 
left soon after seeing the empty tomb and they probably returned to the upper 
room in town. 

Mary Magdalene, however, still didn’t understand what had happened to 
Jesus and she stood outside the tomb crying.  And her tears didn’t stop, even 
after she saw 2 angels sitting in the tomb exactly where Jesus’ body had been.  
And she didn’t even recognize Jesus when she turned around and saw him 
standing there.  Thinking that he was the gardener, we can still hear the heart-
broken cry in her voice when she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him and I will get him.”  She was going to do everything she 
could to make things right for her beloved Jesus.   
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And then Jesus called her name, and at once she knew that it was Jesus.  
Can’t you just image the astonishment and joy in her cry, “Robboni!”?  Suddenly 
everything changed from unimaginable grief to inexpressible joy when she 
realized that Jesus was alive, that he had risen from the dead.  And she must have 
tried to physically hold on to him because Jesus said to her, “do not hold on to 
me, for I have not yet returned to the Father.  Go instead to my brothers and tell 
them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”  So 
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples and she probably ran to them with the 
joyous news.  Can’t you just imagine her joyfully telling them “I have seen the 
Lord!”  And can’t you just imagine the overwhelming joy they must have had 
when they finally saw the risen Lord Jesus for themselves?  And can’t you also 
imagine how joyful Jesus must have been, himself, when he was able to show 
them that he was alive.  The heartbrokenness of his disciples was healed when 
they saw their beloved Lord and Savior, and being in his presence filled them with 
joy. 

That is the same joyous love that the Holy Spirit gives to us! As I said 
before, joy is a fruit of the Spirit.  It comes from hearing the good news that Jesus 
is alive. It comes from hearing, learning, and receiving the Gospel. The joyous love 
from God that we experience is directly related to the good news. The two cannot 
be separated.  

Many of us have gone through many difficult things this past year. Some of 
us are mourning the loss of loved ones. Others are dealing with illness and injury. 
Still others of you are suffering with mental fatigue and struggling just to make it 
through the day. Whatever your circumstance, and whatever Satan has tried to 
put in your way, have joy in the resurrection. Have joy in the fact that no matter 
what happens to you on this earth, you are safe with a living Jesus forever! 

When we talk about the joy of this day, we usually talk about our human 
joy, but have you ever thought about the real, holy, joyous love that our Lord God 
experiences and expresses on a daily basis? We hear and see glimpses of it all the 
time in Scripture, how the angels rejoice, how great throngs and multitudes are 
singing praises, and how shouts of joy and victory resound. There is great joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents. As thousands of saints are being added daily 
to God’s throne room in heaven, what joyous love there must be! I can’t wait.  
When it’s our time to go, it’s going to be like a big joyful reunion!  

Until then, have joy here on earth because we know that Jesus will never 
leave us or forsake us.  He is with us always!  So, let’s say it in unison again:  Christ 
is risen! HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!! Amen.  
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