
Thanks For God’s Steadfast Love 
Sermon outline (Psalm 118, Lamentations 3:1-3, 19-26, John 3:16) 

 

I  God’s love should lead us to do a searching moral inventory. 

A. Washington-1789 called for “sincere/humble thanks to God” 

in light of their new civil & religious liberty, and to beseech 

God to “pardon our national and other transgressions” 

B. Lincoln’s 1863 proclamation-“give thanks for blessings of… 

freedom.” But also called for prayers for widows/orphans, etc 

“w/humble penitence for national perverseness/disobedience.” 

C. If we think deeply of God’s steadfast love-repentence occurs. 

II God’s hesed (pronounced kheh’sed), steadfast love, endures! 

A. Refers to God’s favor, grace, mercy, loyalty, unfailing love & 

is translated as “loving-kindness”, steadfast love, or “mercy” 

B. Not just God’s love for Israel, but for the world (Jn. 3:16), in 

I Pt. 2 written to early Christians-“you are a chosen people..” 

It gets us thru whatever we face Rm. 8-“nothing can separate 

us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord!” 

C. Hesed=stooping to do an act of mercy, like to comfort a child 

God wants to comfort us when we are bumped/bruised by life 

D. Hesed+to do or to make; motivated by hesed, God is active. 

Let’s thank God that His steadast love acts on our behalf! 

E. Hesed=God’s constancy/follow-thru, we can depend on it! 

F. Hesed=covenant fidelity, faithfulness-sustains forgiveness. 

God will keep on forgiving us if we truly repent/confess sins. 

G. Hesed=the never-ending mercy of God. Jeremiah mourned 

for ruin of Jerusalem, but Lm 3:23 “God’s mercies never end; 

they are new every morning”, even for Israel in the exile. 

H. Ps. 118:5 “I called on the Lord in distress”-He answered me! 

III God’s mercies-active/powerful; works to achieve His purposes 

   A.  God’s mercies endure in the midst of our circumstances; He  

        stoops down to comfort and help us. 

   B. Praise & thanksgiving-to resist feeling discouragement/defeat 

       Ps. 118:14-our praise becomes strength-conviction/assurance 

   C Hebrew word refers to using hands to express/lift up praise, & 

       to throw/hurl; should hurl praises to God in face of adversity. 

D. This Thanksgiving let’s stand firm in a spirit of praise to God! 


